ENCOUNTERS Your passport to adventure
TRAVEL .

Cairo City Break

Country(ies): Egypt

Tour type: City Break

Transport: A/C minibus

Group size: Min: 1 | Max: Any

Days: 4 days

Start Location: Cairo, Egypt

End Location: Cairo, Egypt

Meals: Breakfasts - 3, Lunches - 0, Dinners - 1

Highlights:

Visit the Pyramids, Sphinx & Saggara, Egyptian
Musuem with the famous King Tutankhamun display,
city tour including the Citadel & Khan al Khalili bazaar,
Nile dinner cruise



Itinerary

Day 1: Arrive in Egypt & transfer to hotel

You arrive at Cairo airport where we greet and transfer you to your hotel. Our local rep. welcomes you, helps you
settle into the hotel, and outlines the plan for the next few days.

OVERNIGHT: Cairo hotel
MEALS: None
E?é?;RAS: Single room supplement (EGTMCC) Extra day in Cairo pre-tour (3-star) Extra day in Cairo post-tour (3-

Day 2: Visit the Pyramids, Sphinx & Saqqara

After breakfast we have a brief pre-tour briefing before we take you on a tour of Gisa and Saggara. Gisa was built
around 4600 years ago as a necropolis (cemetery) for the pharaoh Khufu (Cheops). The successor of Sneferu,
Khufu was known as a tyrant and in his arrogance decided to have built a tomb that was bigger and better than
all others. Standing 500 feet high and 750 feet at its base the Pyramid of Khufu is an awesome man-made
structure constructed of giant blocks of stone covered in a hard limestone casing. The casing has, over the years,
been stripped away to leave exposed the inner block structure. Together with the smaller pyramids of Khafre
(Chephern) and Menkaure (Mycerinus), the majestic sight of these enormous structures rising out of the desert is
a breathtaking spectacle. Here you have the chance to climb inside one of the pyramids (there are a limited
number of tickets available, so we cannot guarantee this), and also to take a camel ride. Close by, the mysterious
Sphinx stands guard, as it has done so for thousands of years. You have another guided tour around the sphinx
and some free time to walk around and take photos.

From here we take you to Saqgara, which lies 25km to the south of Cairo. Djeser's (Zoser's) Step Pyramid (built
4700 years ago) dominates the skyline and is believed to have been the ancient Egyptians' first attempt at
Pyramid building. The entire 7km stretch of desert at Saggara is a treasure trove of pyramids, temples and
tombs, which we will have plenty of time to explore, while we learn about the history of pyramid building in Egypt.

OVERNIGHT: Cairo hotel
MEALS: Breakfast
EXTRAS:

Day 3: Cairo city tour & dinner cruise

After breakfast we begin our tour of Cairo. Founded in 969 AD by Gohar, a Fatimid army leader, El Kahera
(Cairo) soon became the capital of Egypt. Subsequent additions like the El Azhar mosque, the Islamic University,
and defensive walls and a citadel, built by Saladin in 1179, have helped Cairo remain Egypt's principal city. The
16-year reign of Ismail (1830-1895) ushered in a new period of expansion and modernisation in Cairo. Areas like
Heliopolis, Dokki and Roda were added, while gardens, Opera houses, large hotels and wide, tree lined avenues
were built. Further post revolutionary, urban expansion has left Cairo as one of the world's largest cities. Today it
is a bustling metropolis of over 20 million people, a strange mix of modern and old, a unique blend of diverse
cultures and a gateway to Egypt's past.



Your tour includes a visit to the Egyptian Museum (which houses a vast collection of artefacts from Egypt's past,
including the famous King Tutunkhamun display), the Citadel (a collection of mosques and palaces, with a great
view over the city), and the Khan al Khalili bazaar (a mazy market that offers a window to the past and a
guaranteed souvenir).

Finally, this evening we enjoy a dinner cruise on the River Nile. During the meal, there will be a display by local
Sufi and belly dancers.

OVERNIGHT: Cairo hotel
MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner
EXTRAS:

Day 4: Transfer to the airport for departure

Your tour ends today and your time is free until we transfer you back to Cairo airport for your flight home. As this
is a private tour, we can be as flexible with the itinerary as you wish, and extra nights in Cairo can be added as
well as further day trips and tours. For example, you could visit the colonial city of Alexandria on the
Mediterranean coast, or head into the deserts near Cairo to visit the World Heritage Site of the Valley of the
Whales.

OVERNIGHT: N/A
MEALS: Breakfast
EXTRAS: Extra day in Cairo (4-star) - post-tour

Included:

3 nights accommodation in 3-star hotel (upgrades available)

All meals indicated in the itinerary (3 breakfasts, one dinner)

24hr airport arrival and departure transfers at the start and end of your trip
Professional Egyptologist tour guide for all sightseeing tours

Services of our team of permanent representatives in Cairo

Private AC vehicles for all road journeys indicated

Excluded:

International flights (can be arranged on request)
Travel insurance (compulsory, available on request)
Egyptian Tourist Visa

Tipping kitty (allow approx. US$30)

Meals, drinks & snacks not mentioned in the itinerary
Site entrance fees (allow approx. US$46)

Any other items not mentioned in the itinerary



Options

Our tours are designed to include all that you need to enjoy a really special time in the destination you're visiting.
However, we do also offer some extra options to complement the tour and add some additional sightseeing or
activities, or some extra time at either end of the tour.

All accommodation based options (e.g. Single supplements, extra nights, cruise upgrades) should be booked and
paid for in advance so that we can make the appropriate arrangements. Other options may either be booked and
paid for in advance or while you are on the tour, though we recommend booking in advance to ensure there are
no issues with availability.

Many options are priced the same throughout the year, but some may incur single or high season supplements -
full details are given on the tour reservation form or on request.

Wadi Rayan day trip (Valley of the Whales)

Min numbers: 1

This tour provides a great contrast to the Pharaonic sites you have visited on the rest of your tour. We leave
Cairo and head to the Fayoum region where we head for the Wadi Rayan Protected Area, which surrounds a
fresh-water lake in the middle of the desert, filled by the remaining irrigation water from the Fayoum area. There
are several waterfalls here (popular in Egyptian pop music videos), and a bird hide which gives good views of the
lakes birdlife, particularly in the winter months when the lake is an important stop for migrating water-birds. We
also visit the Springs Oasis area, a rare example of an uninhabited Saharan oasis, and host to many different
plants and animals, including Dorcas Gazelle, Ruppell's Sand Fox and Fennec Fox. Before lunch, we'll make a
stop in the sand dunes surrounding Wadi Rayan to have a go at Sandboarding. After a stop for a packed lunch,
we then drive into the stunning desert & mountain scenery of Wadi Hitan (Valley of the Whales). This World
Heritage Site is accepted as the most significant site in the world to demonstrate the evolution of whales, and we
take a 2-3km walk here to see several specimens of fossilised whales of different types sitting on the surface of
the sand, as well as fossilised mangroves and the remains of crab holes.

This tour requires a full free day in Cairo, but can also be arranged straight after you arrive back in Cairo from
Luxor/Aswan from the overnight sleeper train. We can also arrange it on any tour if you add extra days before
and after your main tour. Prices shown are based on 2 or more people travelling, with an additional supplement
due for solo travellers.

Price includes lunch whilst in Wadi Hitan and entrance fees.

Saqqgara, Dashour & Memphis

Min numbers: 1

This half day guided tour on the outskirts of Cairo tour provides more insight into the history and evolution of
pyramid building, and of the Egyptian civilisation. Our tours are based in the area of ancient Memphis, a former
capital of Egypt. First we'll visit Saggara, a huge desert necropolis which was built for the kings and nobles of the
Old Kingdom. Here we see Zoser's 'step' pyramid and the adjacent Imhotep museum where we learn more about
Memphis and the history of the region. Next we head to Dashour to see one of the next attempts at pyramid
building. Dashour's moniker of the 'bent pyramid' shows they still had a bit to learn, but this is a fascinating site
and the pyramid still has much of its original limestone cladding. We'll then return you to your hotel.

Prices are based on a minimum of 2 people choosing the option. Entrance fees to the sites visited are not

included (budget approx. USD 12). Solo traveller supplements apply.

Extra day in Cairo post-tour (3-star)
Min numbers: 1



This option adds an extra day to the end of your tour, staying in the same hotel as the main tour itself (subject to
availability). Your airport departure transfer is still included. Prices shown are per person and based on two
people sharing.

Note: Single room and peak season supplements apply.

Pyramids Camel Ride
Min numbers: 1

Experience the Giza Pyramids from a unique vantage point with an optional camel ride. This excursion takes you
across the desert to a scenic view point, offering panoramic views of the pyramids. Capture memorable photos
and enjoy the desert landscape.

Pyramids Sound & Light Show

Min numbers: 1

Experience the magic of the Giza Pyramids at night with a captivating sound and light show. This optional extra
includes convenient round-trip transport from your hotel, ensuring a hassle-free evening as you witness the
ancient wonders illuminated against the desert sky.

Pricing is based on a minimum of 2 passengers travelling together. Supplements may apply when this option is
operated for just 1 passenger.

Cairo Sunset Felucca
Min numbers: 1

Take a relaxing felucca ride on the Nile at sunset. See Cairo's landmarks from the water as the sky changes
colour. Enjoy a peaceful break from the city, and get great photo opportunities of the skyline. This trip offers a
calm way to experience the Nile and create memorable moments of your time in Egypt.

The price of this option is based on a minimum of 2 travellers, single supplements may apply when this tour is
operated for just 1 passenger.

Cairo Tower inc.transfers
Min numbers: 1

Experience breathtaking panoramic views of Cairo by night with an optional evening visit to the iconic Cairo
Tower. This trip includes convenient round-trip transfers from your hotel, ensuring a comfortable and hassle-free
journey. Ascend to the tower's observation deck and witness the city's glittering skyline, the Nile River, and the
illuminated landmarks stretching into the distance.

Please note: The Cairo Tower entrance fee is not included and is approximately $7. Pricing is based on a
minimum of 2 passengers, a single supplement applies when this tour is operated for just 1 adult.

Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM) Visit

Min numbers: 1

Elevate your Egyptian exploration with an unmissable optional guided visit to the awe-inspiring, brand new Grand
Egyptian Museum (GEM) in Cairo. This monumental museum is a landmark achievement, eagerly anticipated for
years, and now ready to share its treasures with the world. We will provide comfortable and convenient return

transportation directly from your accommodation to the museum, allowing you to relax and anticipate the wonders



ahead without the hassle of navigating Cairo's bustling streets.

Upon arrival, you will embark on an enlightening tour led by an expert guide. They will bring the wonders of the
GEM to life, providing fascinating insights into Egypt's rich and captivating history and navigating you through its
vast collections. Your guide will highlight the most significant artefacts, ensuring you don't miss the key exhibits,
including colossal statues, intricate jewellery, and the famed treasures of Tutankhamun, all presented in a state-
of-the-art setting befitting their historical importance. This guided experience will deepen your understanding and
appreciation of the splendours on display.

Please be aware that the entrance fee to the Grand Egyptian Museum is not included in the cost of this optional
excursion. As of the time of publication (May 2025), the standard entrance fee is approximately $26 per person.
However, it is anticipated that this fee will increase to around $30 per person in the near future. We recommend
verifying the current entrance fee closer to your travel date.

Don't miss this exceptional opportunity to be among the early visitors to what is destined to become one of the
world's most important cultural institutions, all while benefiting from the knowledge and passion of a dedicated
guide. Secure your place on this excursion and prepare for an unforgettable and insightful encounter with the
splendours of ancient Egypt in a truly twenty-first-century museum.

Siwa Oasis Extension (3 Nights)

Min numbers: 1

Discover the wonders of Siwa Oasis on a 4-day optional tour from Cairo, featuring ancient sites, unique natural
landscapes like salt lakes and desert springs, and cultural experiences before returning to Cairo.



1. Transport

Our trips feature a mix of different transport options. We want you to feel like you're really experiencing the
country you're travelling through, but at the same time we want you to finish journeys refreshed enough to enjoy
the next stage of the tour. As this is a simple city break tour, all vehicles used are private air-conditioned minivans
or minibuses, subject to the number of people in your party.

2. Dates & Prices

This tour is designed as a sample tailor-made tour itinerary. As such we do not offer set group departure dates
that you can join. Rather, the tour is available for you to do privately starting on any date of the year. Guideline
seasonal prices are given below, based on 2 people travelling. If you would like to adjust the tour itinerary, or
there will be more or less people travelling, please contact us and we will customise a price for you.

Printed on: Monday 17th of November 2025

Note: Please download an up-to-date copy of these tour notes shortly before you travel as itineraries and
information does change from time to time.



https://www.encounterstravel.com/tourinfo/cairo-city-break-tour

