
 

Your passport to adventure

Istanbul to Athens Explorer

Country(ies):  Turkey , Greece

Tour type: Small Group

Transport: AC minibus/coach

Group size: Min: 4 | Max: 50

Days: 15 days

Start Location: Istanbul, Turkey

End Location: Athens, Greece

Meals: Breakfasts - 14, Lunches - 0, Dinners - 6

Highlights:

Istanbul Old City, Cappadocia scenery, Underground
city, Pamukkale, Ephesus ruins, Acropolis & Parthenon
in Athens, Epidaurus, birth place of the Olympics at
Olympia, Temple of Apollo at Delphi, clifftop
monasteries at Meteora



Itinerary

Day 1:   Arrival in Istanbul

Your exciting two-week voyage begins in Istanbul. This famous city is located at the meeting point of two
continents, Europe and Asia. As such, it abounds with captivating cultural, historical, and religious landmarks.

Grand old buildings contrast wonderfully with the cosmopolitan atmosphere. You arrive at the airport and are
transferred to your hotel. The rest of the day is free for you to spend at your leisure.

OVERNIGHT: Istanbul 4-star hotel

MEALS: None

EXTRAS: Single room supplement (TUSGTG) Extra day in Istanbul - pre-tour

Day 2:   Istanbul Old City Tour

Today we tour the older areas of Istanbul, known as the Old City. We stop at its most important landmarks,
including the majestic Hagia Sophia, the famous Blue Mosque, the fascinating Topkapi palace, and the
remarkable Hippodrome.

We also have the choice of enjoying a boat cruise on the Bosphorus, the river that separates Europe from Asia.
The night is spent is Istanbul.

OVERNIGHT: Istanbul 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 3:   Bosphorus Cruise. Fly to Cappadocia

This morning we'll take a 1 hour cruise along the Bosphorous River to take a view of the city from this narrow
straight of water which separates Europe from Asia, along the way your guide will give you an overview of the
historical sights as you pass by.

This afternoon we'll take a short flight to Kayseri and onwards by a short road transfer to Cappadocia. This
magical place has emerged as one of the most popular destinations in Turkey. Its unique landscape is made up
of hundreds of volcanic rock formations in strange and peculiar shapes.

OVERNIGHT: Cappadocia boutique hotel

MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner

EXTRAS:

Day 4:   Cultural Sites and Carpet Weaving Village



Today we visit a series of unique cultural and archaeological landmarks. First, we tour the Goreme Open Air
Museum, where numerous churches and monasteries have been built into the rocky mountainsides. Inside, many
colourful frescoes and paintings have been beautifully preserved.

We then make our way to see the fairy chimneys of Pasabag and visit the impressive Uchisar Castle, before
stopping off at a carpet village. The art of carpet weaving is historically significant in Turkey, and our visit provides
us with a chance to see how the process works. Our day ends off with an optional folklore and belly dancing
performance.

OVERNIGHT: Cappadocia boutique hotel

MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner

EXTRAS:

Day 5:   Kaymakli, Sultan Hani Caravansary, Mevlana Museum

Today we visit and explore the Underground City of Kaymakli. We then travel in the footsteps of the travellers and
traders of the past. Heading down the famous ancient Silk Road towards Konya, we stop off at the Sultan Hani
Caravansary, one of the biggest caravansaries in the world.

Historically, this was a place where travellers would stop to rest during their travels, and we are able to imagine
their experiences as we stop to do the same. We continue on our way to Konya, where we visit the Mevlana
Museum. This is the resting place of Jalaluddin Rumi, one of the most celebrated poets in the world.

Our last stop today is the Aladdin Mosque, a 12th-century place of worship.

OVERNIGHT: Konya 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner

EXTRAS:

Day 6:   Pamukkale, Hierapolis

Today we leave Konya and visit the travertines of Pamukkale. This remarkable natural site is made up of white
calcium steps that are dotted with bright blue pools and hot springs, creating a magical contrasting landscape.

We then head to the ruins of the city of Hierapolis, which features many temples and other religious sites, earning
it the name "The Sacred City". We see its impressive theatre, which is beautifully preserved, as well as the
Necropolis, the enormous graveyard.

We continue to the Temple of Apollo. This was built in dedication to the famous Apollo, the Greek god of poetry,
music, healing, and medicine. We can also see the beautiful leather goods that are handcrafted by the local
people.

OVERNIGHT: Pamukkale 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 7:   Laodicea



Our destination today is Kusadasi, one of Turkey's most popular beach resorts. On our way, we stop to explore
the ancient city of Laodicea, which was once the main city of the Lycus River Valley region. Extremely well-
preserved, this city was once known as The City of Zeus - Diospolis. In the afternoon we will continue our journey
to Kusadasi, where you'll have time to relax by the Aegean sea.

OVERNIGHT: Kusadasi boutique hotel

MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner

EXTRAS:

Day 8:   Ephesus

Today we visit the ruins of Ephesus. The remains of this ancient city have been very well preserved,
reconstructed, and restored. Visitors can therefore explore the city and experience it as its original residents
might have done.

This is a unique and thrilling experience. Leaving Ephesus, we stop at another carpet weaving village, before we
leave Turkey. We arrive in Athens, Greece.

OVERNIGHT: Athens 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 9:   Free Day in Athens

Today is spent exploring Athens on your own. Greece’s legendary capital is one of the most culturally and
historically significant cities in the world. It was once the historical capital of Europe, and is bursting with religious,
philosophical, and mythological sites and landmarks.

Keeping in mind the sites that will be included on the following day’s tour, you are free to explore this intriguing
city at your own pace.

OVERNIGHT: Athens 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 10:   Athens City Tour

Today we get a taste of Athens. All the key landmarks are included on our tour: the iconic Acropolis, the
Panathenaic Stadium, Hadrian’s Arch, the Temple of Zeus, the Parnethon, and more.

You will feel as though you have stepped into the pages of a history book or mythology novel. Some of the more
modern landmarks of Athens are also included on the tour: its University, National Library, Academy, and
Syntagma (Constitution) Square.

OVERNIGHT: Athens 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:



Day 11:   Corinth Canal and Mycenae

Today we make our way to the Pelopponese Peninsula via the Corinth Canal. This canal, one of the world’s
smallest, separates the mainland of Greece from the Peninsula. Once on the other side, we head towards
Mycenae. This ancient city was the citadel of the Mycenaean civilization, one of the world’s foremost ancient
nations.

We are able to appreciate the famous and unique aspects of the city, including the Cyclopean walls, the iconic
Lion Gate at the entrance, numerous royal tombs, and the burial site of Agamemnon, who was an eminent King
of Mycenae. Our overnight destination is the scenic coastal town of Nafplio.

OVERNIGHT: Nafplion 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 12:   Olympia

Today we visit the birthplace of the Olympic Games: the city of Olympia. Here we can see many interesting
landmarks, including the Ancient Stadium, where the Games of old took place.

We also visit the Archaeological Museum of Olympia, which houses a very famous statue known as Hermes of
Praxiteles. We then head to the city of Delphi via the Rio-Antirio Bridge, another famous landmark, although this
one is much more recent!

OVERNIGHT: Delphi 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner

EXTRAS:

Day 13:   Delphi

Today is spent touring Delphi. This was another key centre of ancient Greece. Its main attraction is the ruins of
the Temple of Apollo, which is found on the slopes of a magnificent mountain.

We see the Sanctuary of Athena, who was one of the Oracles of Delphi, as well as the Castalian Spring, the
waters of which were used for cleaning the temple and cleansing those who came to it. Our overnight destination
is the city of Kalambaka, which is reached after a drive though several charming central Greek villages.

OVERNIGHT: Kalambaka 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner

EXTRAS:

Day 14:   Meteora

We see another captivating natural and archeological spectacle today - the dramatic formations of Meteora which
rise impressively into the sky. Old Christian monasteries sit atop and along the cliff faces of this UNESCO World



Heritage Site.

Leaving Meteora, we make our way back towards Athens via Trikala, Lamia, and Thermopylae. On the way, we
stop to see the statue of King Leonidas, the celebrated Spartan king who is remembered for his heroic stand
against Persian forces in the famous Battle of Thermopylae.

OVERNIGHT: Athens 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 15:   End of tour

Our 15-day adventure comes to an end today. After breakfast in Athens, you will be transferred to the airport to
board your flight home.

OVERNIGHT: N/A

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Included:

All accommodation as stated in the itinerary in 4-star & boutique hotels
All transport and transfers in AC vehicles
24-hour airport arrival & departure transfer service
Domestic flight from Istanbul to Kayseri
Services of local tour guide in Turkey and Greece
Entrance fees to sites visited in Turkey
Meals as indicated in the itinerary (14 breakfasts, 7 dinners)
Tipping kitty

Excluded:

International flights
Visa fees (if required)
International flight between Izmir (ADB) and Athens (ATH)
Travel insurance (compulsory, available on request)
Meals not indicated in the itinerary
Entrance fees to sites visited in Greece (allow approx. EUR 79 (Apr-Oct) or EUR 45 (Nov-
Mar)
Greek hotel residence tax (allow EUR 10.50p/p for shared rooms, EUR 21 for single rooms,
see Tour Notes)
Drinks, snacks and other personal expenses (e.g. laundry)
Tips for guide & driver
Optional tours
Any other items not mentioned above



Options

Our tours are designed to include all that you need to enjoy a really special time in the destination you're visiting.
However, we do also offer some extra options to complement the tour and add some additional sightseeing or
activities, or some extra time at either end of the tour.

All accommodation based options (e.g. Single supplements, extra nights, cruise upgrades) should be booked and
paid for in advance so that we can make the appropriate arrangements. Other options may either be booked and
paid for in advance or while you are on the tour, though we recommend booking in advance to ensure there are
no issues with availability.

Many options are priced the same throughout the year, but some may incur single or high season supplements -
full details are given on the tour reservation form or on request.

Single Room Supplement (TUSGIA)
Min numbers: 1

The tour price is based on 2 people sharing twin/double rooms. This option books a single room in all the
accommodation throughout the tour. If you are a single traveller and would be happy to share a room, let us know
and we will see if we can pair you up with another single traveller of the same sex. If a room share is not available
when you book then we will add the single room supplement to your booking and it will be payable with your
balance payment unless we have arranged a room share for you by then. If a room share is arranged after you
have paid the supplement then we will refund it to you. Room shares are arranged in order of booking.

Note: Single supplement prices may vary seasonally.

Cappadocia Cooking Class
Min numbers: 1

Join an immersive cooking experience from 17:30 to 21:30 in a Turkish village house, where you'll learn to
prepare a three-course meal primarily using the traditional 'Tandir' method. After the cooking session, you'll get to
enjoy your delicious creations in a traditional village setting, truly immersing yourself in Turkish culinary traditions.

 

Tour includes Transportation in a fully air-conditioned, Pick up & drop off from/to your hotel, English speaking
chef and cooking class.

 

Note: A minimum of 2 passenger are required for this option to operate.

Kusadasi Cooking Class
Min numbers: 1

Venture into the Turkish countryside and cook authentic dishes such as Sultan Köfte, Mant?, and Yaprak Sarma
alongside a professional chef. Afterwards, savour your culinary creations with local wine in a tranquil village
setting.

Tour includes Transportation in a fully air-conditioned, Pick up & drop off from/to your Kusadasi hotel, English
speaking chef and cooking class.

Note: A minimum of 2 passenger are required for this option to operate.



Istanbul Cooking Class
Min numbers: 1

Uncover the secrets of traditional Turkish cuisine with a local chef in the hotel kitchen. You'll create, cook, and
then enjoy your own Turkish meal, all while taking in a stunning rooftop view.

Tour includes Transportation in a fully air-conditioned, Pick up & drop off from/to your Istanbul hotel, English
speaking chef and cooking class.

Note: A minimum of 2 passenger are required for this option to operate.



1. Accommodation 

This tour uses a range of good quality hotels mainly at the local 4-star level but with some interesting boutique
style hotels included too. Please check the Accommodation section for more information on the normal hotels
used on this tour. This list is given as a guide though and hotels may change from time to time to others of a
similar standard.
Accommodation levels and hotels may be slightly different in Turkey and Greece to general Western standards.
We regularly inspect all the hotels we use to ensure that the service you receive is as close as possible to your
expectations. Please check your hotel room when you first arrive (hot water, cleanliness etc.), so that your guide
can assist with any problems if required.

We will contact you with your arrival hotel details normally a couple of weeks before departure. Further hotels
through the tour are not advised in advance.

Check-in Times: Official hotel check-in times in Greece and Turkey are between 14.00 and 15.00. However, we
do always try to ensure that if you arrive early, you can check into your room as soon as possible. We can nearly
always get you into your hotel rooms by midday, but please understand that it is out of our control if the hotel is
full and it takes a little longer. You will have full use of the hotel facilities while you wait if there is a short delay.

2. Transport including Izmir-Athens flight 

Our Turkey & Greece tours use a mix of air conditioned minivans, minibuses and coaches depending on the size
of the group.

The international flight between Izmir (ADB) and Athens (ATH) is not included in the price of the tour and should
be booked separately. Good flight options are available with Turkish Airlines and some low cost airlines. You may
be able to include this flight on your overall flight ticket if you fly with Turkish Airlines (eg. Home-Istanbul Izmir-
Athens, Athens-Home).

Your airport transfers are included in Izmir and Athens regardless of the time of your flight. Please contact us if
you have any questions about booking this flight.

3. Transfers 

The tour includes a 24-hour airport arrival transfer service in either of Istanbul's two airports (IST or SAW), as well
as a departure airport transfer in Athens (ATH). All other transfers throughout the tour including to the airport in
Izmir are also included.

4. Group Size / Tour Leaders / Guides 

We are committed to being a small group operator, as we feel this gives everyone in the group the best chance to
get to know their fellow travellers and to hear and make the most of their guide. Instead, we set group departures
on this tour to have a maximum of 20 travellers in Turkey and a minimum of 4.While in Greece, the tour is
arranged differently on a 'seat in coach' basis with a maximum group size of 50. 

In Turkey we provide a fully trained, local English-speaking guide to accompany you all the way from Istanbul to
the end of the tour in Kusadasi. You are also transferred by the guide or one of our other representatives to the
airport in Izmir for your departure to Greece.

In Greece a fully trained, local English-speaking guide accompanies you for all the sightseeing tours through
Nafplion, Olympia, Delphi, Meteora and back to Athens.

At Encounters Travel we try to use local guides and reps as much as possible. We feel this gives you the best
experience of the country and the sites you are seeing.



5. Entrance fees, Hotel fees & permits 

Entrance fees to all sites visited in Turkey are included in the tour price.

However, due to a higher risk of changing prices, entrance fees to the tourist sites visited in Greece are not
included and you will need to cover the cost of these as you go along. Current prices are shown below, though
these are subject to change by the local authorities at any time.  A 50% discount is currently available on some
fees during the winter months of November to March. Not all of the entrance fees below apply to all tours - please
check your itinerary and the inclusions/exclusions section for a budget for your trip.

Athens - Acropolis - Summer EUR 20, Winter EUR 10
Athens - Acropolis Museum - Summer EUR 5, Winter EUR 5
Athens - Hadrian's Arch - Free
Athens - Panathenaic Stadium - Free
Athens - Parthenon - Free
Athens - Propylaea - Free
Athens - Temple of Athena Nike - Free 
Athens - Temple of Olympian Zeus - Free
Corinth Canal - Free
Delphi Ancient Site & Museum - Summer EUR 12, Winter EUR 6
Delphi - Temple of Apollo - Free
Delphi - Treasury of Athens - Free
Mycenae - Tomb of Agamemnon - Summer EUR 12, Winter EUR 6
Nafplio - Palamidi Fortress - EUR 8
Olympia Ancient Site & Museum - Summer EUR 12, Winter EUR 6
Olympia - Temple of Zeus - Free
Meteora - 2 monasteries - Summer EUR 6, Winter EUR 6

Camera Fees: Photography may be restricted in various ways at different sites. Often flash photography is often
forbidden to protect the exhibits and ancient pigments, and sometimes cameras are not allowed in at all. Please
respect these rules as they are there partly for your benefit. Tickets are not generally required for normal
cameras, but if you have a video camera, if its use is permitted there will sometimes be a charge.

Hotel Residence Fees: The Hellenic National Tourism Organization operates a residence fee which is applied
on all hotel accommodation. The fees should be paid by guests directly to the hotel before the end of their stay
and are not included in the tour price. Fees are per room per night (not per person) and have been set at EUR
1.50 for 3* hotels, EUR 3.00 for 4* hotels and EUR 4.00 for 5* hotels.

6. Tipping 

Tipping is common practice in Greece, though not as extensive as in Turkey. In both countries, for basic
restaurants, taxis and local markets, leave the loose change. For more up-market restaurants we suggest 5% to
10% of your bill.

We include a 'tipping kitty' in your tour price which your tour guide will use to tip a wide range of people along the
way to help ensure the smooth running of the tour. This does not include your tour guide(s) or driver(s) though.

Drivers: You may have a range of private drivers on your trip. For those you see for at least several days and
who are more involved with the group, a tip of around EUR 1-2 per person per day is generally appropriate.

Tour guides: If you think you tour guide and/or tour leader has worked hard and provided a good service then
s/he will appreciate a tip of a few Euros. How much you tip is subject to your satisfaction with their service and
your personal budget. You should not feel pressured to tip any particular amount. As a guideline, we can suggest
that for good service, a tip of EUR 3-5 per person per day for local tour guides or local tour leaders would be fine.

7. What to Take 



Luggage: Suitcases, rucksacks or fabric holdalls are all fine to bring with you on the tour. You should also bring a
small daypack/bag to take out during the day. Your main luggage will normally be left in the hotel during your
sightseeing trips. However, you do have lots of transfers on this tour, between hotels and several airports. So,
please only bring as much as you are comfortable carrying yourself.

Luggage limits: There is no luggage limit for this tour. However, most airlines restrict you to between 20kg and
25kg for your hold luggage and between 5kg and 10kg for hand luggage. Please check with your airline before
travelling to the airport.

Clothing: Turkey’s climate changes drastically, with cold winters and hot summers. In western Turkey from late
March to May, spring brings with it average temperatures of around 15C, though the weather does gradually
warm up with sunny days interspersed with rain showers. From May to the end of October, the climate is hot and
sunny, getting cooler as the year progresses. In Central Turkey around Cappadocia, the climate is cold with
regular snowfalls from the end of November until late February. With spring the weather warms and the snow
disappears altogether, though it still remains cold at night and first thing in the morning. Summer starts from May
onwards, with temperature reaching around the mid 30’s. The East of Turkey from late May has warmed up
considerably, and stays hot until late September with sunny days, but the night time temperatures start to drop.
By the end of October you can expect the first of the winter snows. So you must pack for cool and potentially wet
conditions late in the year.
Modesty rates highly in some parts of Turkey, especially for women and in the East, so please ensure clothes are
loose fitting and not too revealing. Loose shorts are OK in tourist sites, as are T-shirts, but these should not show
too much bare flesh (your shoulders should remain covered). In Eastern Turkey villages, and any mosques
throughout the country, legs and arms should be covered. Attidudes are more relaxed in the seaside resorts.

The weather in Greece is similar but a bit less extreme both in summer and winter and the dress code a bit more
relaxed too.

Other items: We also recommend you bring a sun hat, sunscreen, sunglasses, a basic first aid kit, toiletries,
money belt, small torch, camera & charger.

8. Dates & Prices 

We run regular small-group departures on this tour approximately every 2 weeks through the year. All departures
are guaranteed to run with a minimum of 4 travellers. Departure dates and prices are listed on our website and on
a separate dates & prices sheet available on request.

Printed on: Sunday 25th of January 2026

Note: Please download an up-to-date copy of these tour notes shortly before you travel as itineraries and
information does change from time to time.

https://www.encounterstravel.com/tourinfo/istanbul-athens-explorer-tour



