
 

Your passport to adventure

Jordan & Egypt Express

Country(ies):  Egypt , Jordan

Tour type: Small Group

Transport: A/C car/minibus, Bedouin jeep & felucca
sailboat, overnight train

Group size: Min: 2 | Max: 18

Days: 13 days

Start Location: Amman, Jordan

End Location: Cairo, Egypt

Meals: Breakfasts - 12, Lunches - 3, Dinners - 2

Highlights:

Hidden Petra, Overnight at The Dead Sea, Wadi Rum
desert safari, Amman Food Tasting Experience, Visit to
the Wild Jordan Centre, the Pyramids & Sphinx, Huge
Karnak Temple complex, Island Philae Temple, The
Valley of the Kings, Felucca cruise on the Nile.



Itinerary

Day 1:   Welcome to Amman. Airport to hotel transfers included

Once you arrive at the airport, one of our staff members will be there to meet you and take you to your hotel in
Amman. After helping you check in and pointing you to any local shops, cafes or restaurants, you're free to
explore Amman independently before our sightseeing starts tomorrow.

OVERNIGHT: Amman hotel

MEALS: None

EXTRAS: As-Salt and Bethany tour Extra day in Amman - pre-tour - Standard level Single room supplement
(JOSHJE)

Day 2:   Explore Ancient Jerash and Amman, Street Food Experience &
evening visit to the Wild Jordan Centre

We begin our day travelling north from Amman to the nearby city of Jerash, home to one of the largest and best-
preserved examples of Roman architecture outside of Italy. Often called the 'Jewel of the North', Jerash reveals
an unbroken history of human settlement stretching back over 6,500 years. Hidden beneath sand for centuries,
extensive excavations and restorations over the last 70 years have uncovered a remarkable example of the
grand, formal Roman provincial urbanism typical throughout the Middle East.

Upon returning to Amman in the afternoon, we explore Jordan's capital, famously known as the 'white city' due to
its abundance of white limestone buildings. Amman's history spans millennia, with archaeological work
uncovering remains from the Neolithic period through the Hellenistic, late Roman, and Arab Islamic eras. Our tour
includes the Citadel, the historic site of the Temple of Hercules, the Umayyad Palace, and the Byzantine Church.
We will also visit the impressive 6,000-seat Roman Theatre, dating back to when the city was known as
Philadelphia.

Following our exploration of the historical sites, we delve into the vibrant atmosphere of Downtown Amman with a
street food tasting experience. You'll have the chance to sample local delicacies, which typically include sweet
Kunefa, refreshing Sugar Cane Juice, and savoury Falafel, though specific offerings may vary based on
availability during our visit.

Afterwards, there will be time to return to the hotel to refresh before our evening activity. To conclude our day,
we'll enjoy an evening visit to the Wild Jordan Centre. This unique establishment is not only a fantastic spot to
relax but also plays a crucial role in supporting Jordan's natural heritage and local communities. It serves as a
hub for the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature's ecotourism and handicraft projects, promoting
sustainability by generating income for rural communities living in and around Jordan's nature reserves and
aiding conservation efforts. For those who would prefer a more relaxed evening, you are welcome to remain at
the hotel instead.

OVERNIGHT: Amman hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 3:   Kings Highway to Petra with stops in Madaba, Mount Nebo &
Shobak Castle. Optional Petra by Night or Cookery Class



We leave Amman behind us today as we drive along the scenic King's Highway towards Petra. The drive itself is
beautiful, crossing deep wadis, passing through olive groves, and navigating remote rural villages, offering you a
unique insight into the daily lives of the local people.

Our first stop will be at Madaba, where we visit the Greek Orthodox Church of St. George, famed for its
remarkable 6th-century Byzantine mosaic map depicting the Holy Land and other biblical sites. Next, we'll venture
up Mount Nebo, a significant viewpoint offering breathtaking panoramic views over the Jordan Valley towards the
Holy Land.

We'll hit the road once more, this time crossing the stunning Wadi al-Mujib gorge. The route winds through olive
groves before climbing over the deep canyon until we reach Shobak Castle. Perched dramatically on a
mountainside, Shobak is another impressive example of the Crusader castles built during the early 12th century
to guard the vital trade routes between Egypt and Damascus.

Upon arrival in Petra, we'll check into our hotel. This evening offers two optional activities for you to choose from.
You could opt for a magical first glimpse of Petra with the atmospheric Petra by Candlelight experience, walking
through the Siq canyon to see the iconic Treasury illuminated solely by hundreds of candles. Alternatively, food
enthusiasts might enjoy participating in a hands-on cooking class at the renowned Petra Kitchen, learning the
secrets of preparing traditional Jordanian dishes. Please note that pre-booking is essential for the Petra Kitchen
experience as it is very popular and spaces are limited.

OVERNIGHT: Petra hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS: Petra by night (local payment) Petra Kitchen - Cooking Class

Day 4:   Full day exploration of Petra, camping underneath the stars in
Wadi Rum

Today is all about exploring the Nabataean site of Petra. It was once the ancient capital of the Nabataean
commercial empire until the Romans finally took over in 106 AD. For a long period, Petra was forgotten – except
by the local Bedouins – before it was rediscovered in 1812 by Swiss explorer Johann Ludwig Burckhardt. Petra is
found at the edge of the Wadi Araba desert, where canyon walls and towering hills make it virtually inaccessible,
except via a narrow cleft in the rock known as the Siq. There are very few free-standing buildings in Petra, as the
Nabataeans chose to carve their dwellings into the multicoloured sandstone cliffs. Petra has become one of
Jordan's main tourist attractions.

We have most of the day available today to explore this ancient city (a 2-3 hour guided tour, then free time to
explore independently). We start by making our way through the Siq, which rises to 200 metres above us and
narrows to just 2 metres wide in certain sections. Keep an eye out for the ancient Nabataean water channel still
visible on one wall, and remnants of the terracotta pipes that brought water into the city are also present. We'll
turn a corner and suddenly – one of the most familiar sights of Petra will be in front of you – The Khazneh
(Treasury) comes into view. Our guide will explain how this, and the other buildings here, are mainly elaborate
facades carved into the rock from the top down, and also discuss the spiritual significance of the building style.

From the Treasury, the valley opens out, and you'll see tombs carved into the rock on both sides. You'll get a
glimpse of the ruined Roman amphitheatre and colonnaded streets. During your free time, you can walk up a
steep and narrow winding gorge to the towering 'Monastery' – which is 50 metres high and 45 metres wide,
providing breathtaking views of the Wadi Araba desert and the Jordan Valley. Another climb takes you to the
High Place of Sacrifice and the Lion Fountain. All in all, this is a full and tiring, but hugely rewarding, day touring
one of the world's most famous ancient sites.

Walking distances today are an absolute minimum of 3km through the Siq to the Treasury and back, plus
distance to see a few tombs; 8km to take the trail on as far as the main basin; plus an additional few km to the



Monastery and back (over 800 steps up and down). For those with less mobility or who are worried about the
distance golf buggies are available for around 25 USD per person one way 40 USD per person round trip to take
you on the 1.2km journey through the Siq to the Treasury and back again at an agreed time. Horse carriages are
also available but we recommend against using these due to animal welfare reasons.

Later in the afternoon, we leave Petra and drive into the spectacular desert scenery of Wadi Rum. Whilst staying
in Wadi Rum, several optional activities are available to enhance your desert experience, such as taking a
traditional camel ride through the sand dunes, soaring above the landscape on a hot air balloon flight (typically at
dawn, weather permitting), or enjoying an adventurous desert quad biking excursion. Upon arrival at our camp,
friendly Bedouin hosts will greet us at our comfortable site, nestled beneath towering rocks and cliffs. We spend
the evening relaxing at the camp and enjoying a delicious traditional Jordanian meal. As night falls and the stars
emerge, there is also an option to join a captivating astronomy experience, taking advantage of Wadi Rum's
exceptionally clear desert skies and unique vantage point to observe stars, constellations, and planets in
incredible detail.

OVERNIGHT: Wadi Rum Bedouin camp

MEALS: Breakfast,Dinner

EXTRAS: Camel Ride in Wadi Rum Wadi Rum Astronomy Experience Wadi Rum Hot Air Balloon Flight Wadi
Rum Quad Bikes

Day 5:   Wadi Rum Jeep Safari and overnight stay at the Dead Sea
(optional excursion to Wadi Mujib)

We start the day early, exploring the beautiful desert and mountain scenery of Wadi Rum. Keep an eye out for
the copper-coloured rocky 'jebels', which mesmerised T.E. Lawrence during his visits to the desert during the
Arab Revolt and were later famed in the movie Lawrence of Arabia. We'll take a jeep safari through the stunning
desert landscape, seeing more of the sheer cliffs and bizarre, weathered rock formations.

We say goodbye to Wadi Rum later in the morning and head north towards the Dead Sea, one of the planet's
most spectacular natural and spiritual landscapes. Not only is it the lowest point on Earth, at approximately 400
metres below sea level, but it's also filled with dramatic, natural wonders.

The Dead Sea is fed by numerous rivers, including the River Jordan. Once the waters reach the Dead Sea, they
are land-locked with no outlet, so they evaporate under the intense desert sun. This process leaves behind a
dense, rich cocktail of salts and minerals, renowned worldwide and supplying the cosmetics, agriculture, and
medicine industries with some of their finest raw products.

The Dead Sea is flanked by mountains to the east and the rolling hills towards Jerusalem to the west, giving it an
almost otherworldly beauty. Although sparsely populated and serenely quiet now, the area is believed by some to
have been home to five Biblical cities: Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Zoar (Bela).

Upon arrival at our hotel located on the shores of the Dead Sea, we will check in for our overnight stay. You'll
have plenty of time this afternoon and the following morning to fully experience the buoyant waters, perhaps
indulge in the therapeutic Dead Sea mud treatments, or enjoy other spa therapies available at the hotel. Normal
swimming is near impossible; it's much easier (and certainly more photogenic!) simply to float effortlessly on the
surface. Remember to avoid splashing water into your eyes, as the high salt concentration will cause stinging.

For the adventurous, and typically during the summer months (usually April to October, subject to local conditions
and opening times), an optional excursion to the nearby Wadi Mujib Nature Reserve is available, offering a
chance for an exciting siq trek through water-filled canyons.

OVERNIGHT: Dead Sea resort

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS: Wadi Mujib Day Trip - Siq Trail



Day 6:   Amman to Cairo. Hotel transfer included

We leave Jordan today and transfer you to Amman airport for your flight to Cairo. Once you arrive, we'll meet you
at the airport, assist you with obtaining your visa and luggage, and then transfer you to your hotel for the start of
your trip. We'll help you check in before giving you some free time to relax or explore Cairo independently. An
optional dinner cruise on the Nile is also available tonight.

Note: the Amman-Cairo flight is left out of the set tour price as it is often more cost effective for you to include this
flight as part of your main international flight ticket. We are happy to book all your international flights, just this
Amman-Cairo flight, or none of them at all, whichever works best for you. Direct flights are available with both
Egypt Air and Royal Jordanian Airlines. You can fly at any time during the day - all transfers in Amman and Cairo
are included.

OVERNIGHT: Cairo 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS: Nile dinner cruise in Cairo Request a quote for Amman to Cairo flight

Day 7:   Cairo, Pyramids & Sphinx at Giza. Included Koshary Lunch.
Overnight train to Aswan

We start our exploration of Egypt with the iconic three great pyramids at Giza, on the outskirts of Cairo. Probably
the most recognizable ancient buildings in the world, these three pyramids were built pyramids were built by the
Pharaohs Khufu, Khafre and Menkaure around 2500 years BC. Our Egyptologist guide will start your introduction
into Egyptian history here with information on how and why pyramids were built and how they fit into the whole
ancient Pharaonic story. You’ll have the chance to climb down inside one of these pyramids if you wish (and if
you’re not claustrophobic!).

Our next visit is the majestic Sphinx, which nestles nearby, and was uncovered completely only in the 1920s.
After your awe-inspiring visit to the Sphinx, we'll take a well-deserved break to refuel with an included Koshary
lunch. Koshary is a beloved Egyptian staple, a hearty and flavorful dish that perfectly embodies the country's
culinary heritage. Koshary consists of a bed of fluffy rice and lentils, topped with perfectly cooked macaroni and
chickpeas, all brought together with a tangy tomato sauce and a sprinkle of crispy fried onions. It's a symphony of
textures and tastes that will leave you feeling satisfied and ready for the next adventure!

After lunch you'll have some free time to visit the Egyptian Museum of antiquities, home to the treasures of
ancient Egypt. 

This evening we will board the overnight VIP seater train from Cairo to Aswan. For those preferring more comfort,
there is the option of upgrading to the sleeper train where you will have a private cabin onboard with airline style
meals included. 

OVERNIGHT: Overnight seater train

MEALS: Breakfast,Lunch

EXTRAS: Two way sleeper train upgrade

Day 8:   Arrive in Aswan. Philae Temple & Nubian village



After our night onboard the overnight train, we arrive in Aswan where we spend the night in a Nubian village
staying in a Nubian style hotel. The ancient region of Nubia comprised an area around the Nile in parts of present
day southern Egypt and northern Sudan. Many descendants of the Nubian people still live around Aswan and
during our stay we’ll see their colourful houses.

This morning we’ll take a boat trip to visit one of Egypt’s most beautifully situated temples which was also
reclaimed from the rising waters of Lake Nasser. This is the Temple of Philae, which was dedicated to Isis.

After visiting Philae Temple, we'll head south of Aswan to visit one of the Nubian Villages where we'll have the
opportunity to experience the local way of life and visit the local homes of the Nubian people and even spend the
night in a Nubian style hotel.

OVERNIGHT: Aswan - Nubian Village hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 9:   Abu Simbel option. Nile Felucca Cruise

Those seeking an awe-inspiring adventure can rise early for an optional excursion to Abu Simbel. This UNESCO
World Heritage Site boasts two magnificent temples carved into the mountainside by Ramses II. These
monumental structures, adorned with colossal statues and intricate reliefs, are a testament to the grandeur of
ancient Egypt and a definite highlight of any trip.

At lunchtime, we embark on a quintessential Egyptian adventure: a felucca sailing trip on the Nile. These
traditional wooden sailboats offer a unique perspective of the river, allowing you to witness the beauty of the Nile
and observe rural Egyptian life unfold along its banks. Our Nubian crew will expertly navigate the felucca,
ensuring a relaxing and enjoyable journey. They'll also entertain you with their local knowledge and prepare
meals onboard.

For your comfort and convenience, a separate facilities boat will accompany us, providing essential amenities
such as toilets, showers, and a hygienic kitchen. In the evening, we'll moor along the riverbank and enjoy a
dinner prepared by our crew. As the stars twinkle overhead, we'll settle down for a magical night's sleep on deck,
under the vast expanse of the Egyptian sky (mattresses, blankets, and mosquito nets are provided).

Should you prefer a more conventional overnight stay, you have the option to upgrade your felucca experience
and spend the night in a comfortable hotel in Aswan. You'll then rejoin the group the following morning when
disembark the Felucca in Aswan. This upgrade won't affect the rest of your itinerary.

OVERNIGHT: On board felucca

MEALS: Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

EXTRAS: Abu Simbel overland Felucca to Hotel upgrade

Day 10:   To Luxor via Edfu. Optional Luxor temple at night

We spend some time onboard the Felucca this morning whilst enjoying breakfast with the crew, before we bid
them a reluctant goodbye in Aswan and drive north to Luxor, making a stop along the way to visit Edfu Temple.
Luxor is the jewel in Egypt’s crown with the largest concentrations of ancient ruins in the Nile Valley, if not the
world. These are split across both banks of the Nile, with the City of the Dead on the West Bank with many
mortuary temples and tombs cut into the rocky mountains, and with the Temples of Luxor and Karnak and their
connecting Avenue of Sphinxes the highlights on the East Bank. Later this evening there is an optional tour
available to Luxor Temple which is right in the middle of town and beautifully lit up at night. You'll can also head
into town to explore some of Luxor's popular outdoor cafes, perhaps enjoying a few games of backgammon and



trying a shisha pipe with the locals. We spend the night at a comfortable 4-star hotel with a pool on the banks of
the Nile.

OVERNIGHT: Luxor 4-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast,Lunch

EXTRAS: Hot air balloon in Luxor Nile cruise upgrade

Day 11:   Luxor, West Bank tour. Optional Karnak temple tour. Train to
Cairo

This morning we take a tour to the West Bank of the Nile, where we’ll visit the Temple of Queen Hatchepsut,
explore several tombs in the Valley of the Kings, learn about the workers who made all this happen in Deir El-
Medina (the Valley of the Artisans) and stop to see the huge Colossi of Memnon. Your afternoon is then free to
relax in the hotel, or take an optional tour to explore the huge temple complex at Karnak. A spectacular hot air
balloon flight over the west bank of the Nile is also available today (expect another early start to catch sunrise as
the balloon rises).

This evening we re-join the overnight VIP seater train back to Cairo (there is another opportunity to upgrade to
the sleeper train for those looking for more comfort). 

OVERNIGHT: Overnight seater train

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS: Hot air balloon in Luxor Two way sleeper train upgrade Karnak Temple tour

Day 12:   Arrive in Cairo. Optional day trips available

We arrive back into Cairo this morning and transfer to our hotel. The day is then free to explore Cairo as you
choose or you may take an optional tour. These include a city tour in Cairo which visits Coptic Cairo, the Citadel
and Mohamed Ali Mosque, or a half day tour to Saqqara, Dashour and Memphis to learn more about the history
and evolution of pyramid building. Another full day option further afield includes a trip into the desert outside Cairo
to see the World Heritage Site of the Valley of the Whales at Wadi Rayan.

If you haven't chosen to join one of our full day optional tours, in the afternoon there is the option to take a guided
walk through the back streets and bazaars in central Cairo. We'll walk through the huge Bab al-Futuh gateway
and explore streets dedicated to metalwork, spices, pottery, fabric, jewelery and anything else you can imagine
as we gradually enter the more touristy Khan-el-Khalili bazaar. We'll have time for a break to try some tea and a
shisha pipe and perhaps enjoy an early dinner of Egypt's unofficial national dish, Kushari before returning to our
hotel.

OVERNIGHT: Cairo 3-star hotel

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS:

Day 13:   Cairo, Optional City & Museum tour. Departure airport transfer

Your time is free today for some last minute sightseeing or shopping until we transfer you to the airport for your
departure flight. We recommend an afternoon or evening flight so that you can take a tour to visit the incredible
Egyptian Museum and see more of the city this morning. Extra nights in Cairo are also available if you would like



to extend your stay.

OVERNIGHT: N/A

MEALS: Breakfast

EXTRAS: Cairo city tour Saqqara, Dashour & Memphis Extra day in Cairo post-tour (3-star)

Included:

7 nights accommodation in 4-star hotels
1 night in comfortable Bedouin camp in Wadi Rum
1 night in a Nubian guesthouse in Aswan
1 night on felucca sailboat with accompanying support boat with toilet & shower
2 nights onboard the overnight seater train
All transport and transfers in AC vehicles (plus Bedouin jeeps in Wadi Rum)
24-hour airport arrival & departure transfer service
4x4 Bedouin jeep safari in Wadi Rum
Dead Sea Overnight Stay
Amman Food Tasting Experience
Visit the Wild Jordan Centre supporting sustainability
Services of a specialist tour guides for sightseeing tours
Meals as indicated in the itinerary

Excluded:

International flights (available on request)
Amman-Cairo flight (available on request or bookable with your international flight ticket)
Visa fees (Free Jordan visa included in the Jordan Pass; Egypt US$25)
Entrance fees in Jordan (included in the Jordan Pass, to be purchased in advance, JD70 /
USD99)
Entrance fees in Egypt (allow approx. US$75)
Tipping kitty in Egypt (allow US$65)
Guide Tips in Jordan and Egypt
Tips in Jordan
Travel insurance (mandatory, get quote here)
Meals not indicated in the itinerary
Hotel gala dinners (see Tour notes)
Drinks, snacks and other personal expenses (e.g. laundry)
Any other items not mentioned above

Notes

Hotel Gala Dinners
Many of Egypt and Jordan's hotels arrange a very special gala dinner with entertainment in the evening on
Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve. Payment for these is often optional on Christmas Eve (24 Dec) but normally
compulsory on New Year's Eve (31 Dec), whether you attend or not. Prices can range from around US$50 to
over US$180 per person in 5-star hotels. Final decisions on prices and whether dinners are compulsory are made
relatively close to the time. We aim to always select hotels that make their Gala Dinners optional, though this is
not always possible, especially for New Year's Eve. Gala dinner prices are therefore not included in our prices
above, but will be added to your booking if they become required. Please budget accordingly. More information is

https://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-101250184-15403748


available on request.



Options

Our tours are designed to include all that you need to enjoy a really special time in the destination you're visiting.
However, we do also offer some extra options to complement the tour and add some additional sightseeing or
activities, or some extra time at either end of the tour.

All accommodation based options (e.g. Single supplements, extra nights, cruise upgrades) should be booked and
paid for in advance so that we can make the appropriate arrangements. Other options may either be booked and
paid for in advance or while you are on the tour, though we recommend booking in advance to ensure there are
no issues with availability.

Many options are priced the same throughout the year, but some may incur single or high season supplements -
full details are given on the tour reservation form or on request.

Hot air balloon in Luxor
Min numbers: 1

This popular optional tour starts early in the morning so that you experience the sunrise over the Valleys of the
Kings & Queens, temples and desert. We endeavour to use the earliest flights of the day as they are timed to fit
with the rising sun, this means that times may vary. You get around 1 hour in the air.
The price of this option is approximately $170.00. Please note that this option is only available to be booked
locally, via your tour guide who will also advise you of the current price. 

Alexandria day trip
Min numbers: 1

Alexandria is about 2.5 hours drive, north of Cairo on the Mediterranean coast of Egypt. This ex colonial city is
the second largest in Egypt and our visit will include the Roman amphitheatre with its twelve semi-circular marble
tiers, the Catacombs of Kom al-Shoqafa which is the largest Roman cemetery in Alexandria, Pompey's Pillar, Fort
Qaitbey (from outside), the famous modern library before returning to Cairo. If time allows you can tour inside
Fort Qaitbey and we may also visit the Montazah Palace gardens. Lunch at a seafood restaurant is included. As
the tour takes a full day you will either need a late evening flight departure on the last day of the tour to
accommodated it, or to add an extra day to the start or end of your trip. 

Prices are based on a minimum of 2 travellers choosing the option. Solo traveller supplements apply. Entrance
fees to sites visited are not included (budget approx. USD 10) 

Cairo city tour
Min numbers: 1

This half day guided tour of Cairo tour begins with Islamic areas including the Citadel of Saladdin, boasting the
famous Alabaster Mosque of Mohammed Ali. Then we head onto the Coptic area of Cairo where the Romans
constructed the fortress of Babylon. The church of St. Mary was built over the ruins of two towers of the fortress
whilst it is more commonly known as the Hanging Church next stop is St. Sergius which is said to be the resting
place of the Holy Family. The tour finishes at the Khan-el-Khalili bazaar. The entrance fees budget covers the
Coptic Museum, the Citadel and the Sultan Hassan Mosque. Depending on your day, you may not have time to
visit all of these.
Entrance fees to sites visited are not included (budget approx. USD 10)

Prices shown are based on a minimum of 2 people travelling. Solo traveller supplements apply.



Wadi Rayan day trip (Valley of the Whales)
Min numbers: 1

This tour provides a great contrast to the Pharaonic sites you have visited on the rest of your tour. We leave
Cairo and head to the Fayoum region where we head for the Wadi Rayan Protected Area, which surrounds a
fresh-water lake in the middle of the desert, filled by the remaining irrigation water from the Fayoum area. There
are several waterfalls here (popular in Egyptian pop music videos), and a bird hide which gives good views of the
lakes birdlife, particularly in the winter months when the lake is an important stop for migrating water-birds. We
also visit the Springs Oasis area, a rare example of an uninhabited Saharan oasis, and host to many different
plants and animals, including Dorcas Gazelle, Ruppell's Sand Fox and Fennec Fox. Before lunch, we'll make a
stop in the sand dunes surrounding Wadi Rayan to have a go at Sandboarding. After a stop for a packed lunch,
we then drive into the stunning desert & mountain scenery of Wadi Hitan (Valley of the Whales). This World
Heritage Site is accepted as the most significant site in the world to demonstrate the evolution of whales, and we
take a 2-3km walk here to see several specimens of fossilised whales of different types sitting on the surface of
the sand, as well as fossilised mangroves and the remains of crab holes. 

This tour requires a full free day in Cairo, but can also be arranged straight after you arrive back in Cairo from
Luxor/Aswan from the overnight sleeper train. We can also arrange it on any tour if you add extra days before
and after your main tour. Prices shown are based on 2 or more people travelling, with an additional supplement
due for solo travellers. 

Price includes lunch whilst in Wadi Hitan and entrance fees.

Abu Simbel overland
Min numbers: 2

The temples built by Ramses II at Abu Simbel are one of Egypt's highlights, and have a fascinating story behind
them to go with their impressive size. When Lake Nasser was flooded, the final water level was going to
submerge several temples, the most important of which being Abu Simbel. The temple was therefore dismantled
completely and rebuilt further up the hillside where it sits today. The temple stands today as a testament to
Ramses II and the great building prowess of the ancient Egyptians, as well as to modern engineering. We depart
Aswan very early in the morning (around 4am), with the aim of getting to Abu Simbel to see the temples in the
light of the rising sun. We then have a guided tour with one of our Egyptologists and some free time before we
drive back to Aswan (approx. 3 1/2 hours drive each way, with around 2 hours at the temples). The tour itinerary
is designed so you will not miss any other activities if you choose this option.
Note - we choose the overland route to get to Abu Simbel as the flight times there are unreliable and the journey
using the flight is much more segmented (you get more rest on the coach), not to mention it is much more
expensive to fly.
Entrance fees to the site (approx. US$10, 50% for children) are not included in the option price and should be
paid locally . A minimum of 2 people is required to operate this option. 

Two way sleeper train upgrade
Min numbers: 1

This option provides an upgrade to the sleeper train from the overnight seater train that we use on this tour for the
Cairo-Aswan and Luxor-Cairo journeys. On the sleeper train you have a private twin-berthed cabin, which
features two large seats; fold down beds with mattress, sheets, pillow, blanket; storage locker and wash basin.
An airline tray-style evening meal and breakfast are included. The carriage steward will make up and put away
your beds in the evening and morning. All transfers between your hotel and the station are also included. Single
cabin supplements apply.

Saqqara, Dashour & Memphis
Min numbers: 1



This half day guided tour on the outskirts of Cairo tour provides more insight into the history and evolution of
pyramid building, and of the Egyptian civilisation. Our tours are based in the area of ancient Memphis, a former
capital of Egypt. First we'll visit Saqqara, a huge desert necropolis which was built for the kings and nobles of the
Old Kingdom. Here we see Zoser's 'step' pyramid and the adjacent Imhotep museum where we learn more about
Memphis and the history of the region. Next we head to Dashour to see one of the next attempts at pyramid
building. Dashour's moniker of the 'bent pyramid' shows they still had a bit to learn, but this is a fascinating site
and the pyramid still has much of its original limestone cladding. We'll then return you to your hotel.

Prices are based on a minimum of 2 people choosing the option. Entrance fees to the sites visited are not
included (budget approx. USD 12). Solo traveller supplements apply.

Single room supplement (JOSHJA)
Min numbers: 1

The tour price is based on 2 people sharing twin/double rooms. This option books a single room in all the
accommodation throughout the tour. If you are a single traveller and would be happy to share a room, let us know
and we will see if we can pair you up with another single traveller of the same sex. If a room share is not available
when you book then we will add the single room supplement to your booking and it will be payable with your
balance payment unless we have arranged a room share for you by then. If a room share is arranged after you
have paid the supplement then we will refund it to you. Room shares are arranged in order of booking.

Note: Single supplement prices may vary seasonally.

Extra day in Amman - pre-tour - Standard level
Min numbers: 1

This option adds an extra day to the start of your tour, staying in the same hotel as the main tour itself (subject to
availability). Your airport arrival transfer is still included. Prices shown are per person and based on two people
sharing.

Note: This option is applicable to those who have booked the standard level of accommodation. If you have
booked the superior accommodation package, please select the superior extra night option.
Note: Single room and peak season supplements apply.

Camel Ride in Wadi Rum
Min numbers: 1

This option adds on a fun sunset or sunrise camel ride through the Wadi Rum desert.

Extra day in Cairo post-tour (3-star)
Min numbers: 1

This option adds an extra day to the end of your tour, staying in the same hotel as the main tour itself (subject to
availability). Your airport departure transfer is still included. Prices shown are per person and based on two
people sharing.

Note: Single room and peak season supplements apply.

Luxor Museum tour
Min numbers: 1



The Luxor Museum has a much smaller collection than the huge Egyptian Museum in Cairo, but the collection is
beautifully displayed and includes some very important and impressive specimens. These include a huge red
granite head of Amenhotep III, a calcite double statue of the crocodile god Sobek and some items from
Tutankhamun's tomb such as boats, sandles and arrows. There are also some items from the periods after the
end of Pharaonic Egypt. The museum is normally open in the mornings from 9am-2pm and then in the evenings
from 5pm-9pm. Your guide will advise you of current opening times and arrange a guided visit to fit around your
other sightseeing.

Prices are based on a minimum of people travelling. Solo traveller supplements apply. Entrance fees to sites
visited are not included - please budget approx. USD 5

Karnak Temple tour
Min numbers: 1

This tour takes you to the huge Karnak Temple Complex on the East bank of the Nile in Luxor. Karnak is
connected to Luxor Temple by a long 2.4km avenue of Sphinxes, which is currently being opened up and
restored. The site started being built over 4000 years ago and construction continued until Roman times with
many Pharaohs adding their own additions and alterations. The entire site covers around 200 acres (1.5km x
0.8km) and is often considered the largest religious building in the world. There are temples dedicated to several
different gods, a huge Hypostyle Hall containing 134 massive columns, several obelisks including one 30m tall
erected by Queen Hatchepsut and a sacred stone walled lake.
You will spend several hours in the site with one of our Egyptologist guides with transfers to and from your hotel
included.

Prices are based on a minimum of 2 people travelling. Solo traveller supplements apply. Entrance fees are not
included (budget approx. $7)

Felucca to Hotel upgrade
Min numbers: 1

If you would like some more comfort in place of sleeping on the deck of the felucca, then this option provides an
extra night in a hotel in Aswan instead. You then rejoin the rest of the group after they finish on the felucca. Your
time is free in Aswan, but additional sightseeing tours are available locally on request. Single room supplements
apply.

 

Wadi Mujib Day Trip - Siq Trail
Min numbers: 1

Escape the hustle and bustle of Amman for a real adventure, exploring the canyons of Wadi Mujib, following the
famous Siq Trail.
Leaving Amman, we'll drive around 90 minutes to the shores of the Dead Sea where our journey along the Siq
Trail begins from the Wadi Mujib visitors centre. Descending down into the gorge we enter the Wadi Mujib Nature
Reserve where between months of April and October it's possible to take an exciting hike through the shallow
waters that fill the gorge. Along the way you'll climb up small waterfalls where steps have being installed to make
it easier, until eventually you'll reach the end of the gorge where you can relax beneath a large waterfall. The
entire hike generally takes 2 to 3 hours roundtrip.

We highly recommend bringing along a dry-bag (so your camera or mobile phone don't get wet) and water shoes.
It is possible to hire a dry bag at the visitors centre for around US$7.00 and purchase water shoes for US$7.00).

Note: On most tours it's necessary to add an extra night pre or post-tour to have enough time to take this tour. If
you have a late departure on your final day however, it may be possible to visit Wadi Mujib on your departure
day.



Final Night at Dead Sea (instead of Amman) (OPJODS)
Min numbers: 1

This option allows you to spend your final night in Jordan with a night at a resort on the shores of the Dead Sea.
After visiting the Dead Sea during the day you will be transferred to your resort where you will spend the night,
you'll have the opportunity to partake in spa treatments, relax by the pool or spend more time floating in the salty
waters of the Dead Sea. 

This option includes the additional cost of a Dead Sea resort vs the included night in Amman, plus airport
transfers on your departure day from here to Amman Airport. For those passengers who have booked the tour
including standard level accommodation, the upgrade will include the Dead Sea Spa hotel (or similar), for those
who have booked superior level the upgrade will include the Hilton Dead Sea Resort (or similar). 

Note: Single room supplements apply.

Luxor temple by night
Min numbers: 1

Luxor Temple is an impressive ancient Egyptian temple complex dedicated to the god Amun in ancient Thebes,
modern day Luxor. The temple is known for its grand entrance pylon, large courtyard, hypostyle hall, and
sanctuary. The temple is also decorated with impressive reliefs and inscriptions. On this tour, we'll visit the temple
at night, when it is beautifully illuminated, giving a contrast against other temples you will have visiting during the
day. 

Prices are based on a minimum of people travelling. Solo traveller supplements apply. Entrance fees to sites
visited are not included (budget USD 14)

Pyramids Camel Ride
Min numbers: 1

Experience the Giza Pyramids from a unique vantage point with an optional camel ride. This excursion takes you
across the desert to a scenic view point, offering panoramic views of the pyramids. Capture memorable photos
and enjoy the desert landscape.

Pyramids Sound & Light Show
Min numbers: 1

Experience the magic of the Giza Pyramids at night with a captivating sound and light show. This optional extra
includes convenient round-trip transport from your hotel, ensuring a hassle-free evening as you witness the
ancient wonders illuminated against the desert sky.

Pricing is based on a minimum of 2 passengers travelling together. Supplements may apply when this option is
operated for just 1 passenger.

River Nile Kayaking
Min numbers: 1

Experience the Nile from a unique perspective with our optional kayaking trip. We'll collect you from your Nubian
Guesthouse and transfer you to the starting location, where you'll receive a safety briefing before embarking on
your adventure. Paddle your own single kayak along the Nile for 30-45 minutes, enjoying the scenic river views.
We'll then arrive at Mud Island, where you'll have free time to relax and, if desired and permitted, take a
refreshing swim in the Nile. To avoid paddling against the current, we'll return to the hotel by motorboat.



Safety is our priority:

A support motorboat accompanies the kayaking trip.
Life jackets are provided for all participants.
A qualified lifeguard will be present throughout the activity.

Cairo Sunset Felucca
Min numbers: 1

Take a relaxing felucca ride on the Nile at sunset. See Cairo's landmarks from the water as the sky changes
colour. Enjoy a peaceful break from the city, and get great photo opportunities of the skyline. This trip offers a
calm way to experience the Nile and create memorable moments of your time in Egypt.

The price of this option is based on a minimum of 2 travellers, single supplements may apply when this tour is
operated for just 1 passenger. 

Cairo Tower inc.transfers
Min numbers: 1

Experience breathtaking panoramic views of Cairo by night with an optional evening visit to the iconic Cairo
Tower. This trip includes convenient round-trip transfers from your hotel, ensuring a comfortable and hassle-free
journey. Ascend to the tower's observation deck and witness the city's glittering skyline, the Nile River, and the
illuminated landmarks stretching into the distance.

Please note: The Cairo Tower entrance fee is not included and is approximately $7. Pricing is based on a
minimum of 2 passengers, a single supplement applies when this tour is operated for just 1 adult.

Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM) Visit
Min numbers: 1

Elevate your Egyptian exploration with an unmissable optional guided visit to the awe-inspiring, brand new Grand
Egyptian Museum (GEM) in Cairo. This monumental museum is a landmark achievement, eagerly anticipated for
years, and now ready to share its treasures with the world. We will provide comfortable and convenient return
transportation directly from your accommodation to the museum, allowing you to relax and anticipate the wonders
ahead without the hassle of navigating Cairo's bustling streets.

Upon arrival, you will embark on an enlightening tour led by an expert guide. They will bring the wonders of the
GEM to life, providing fascinating insights into Egypt's rich and captivating history and navigating you through its
vast collections. Your guide will highlight the most significant artefacts, ensuring you don't miss the key exhibits,
including colossal statues, intricate jewellery, and the famed treasures of Tutankhamun, all presented in a state-
of-the-art setting befitting their historical importance. This guided experience will deepen your understanding and
appreciation of the splendours on display.

Please be aware that the entrance fee to the Grand Egyptian Museum is not included in the cost of this optional
excursion. As of the time of publication (May 2025), the standard entrance fee is approximately $26 per person.
However, it is anticipated that this fee will increase to around $30 per person in the near future. We recommend
verifying the current entrance fee closer to your travel date.

Don't miss this exceptional opportunity to be among the early visitors to what is destined to become one of the
world's most important cultural institutions, all while benefiting from the knowledge and passion of a dedicated
guide. Secure your place on this excursion and prepare for an unforgettable and insightful encounter with the
splendours of ancient Egypt in a truly twenty-first-century museum.

Karnak Sound & Light Show



Min numbers: 1

Experience the magic of Karnak Temple at night with a captivating sound and light show. This optional extra
includes convenient round-trip transport from your hotel, ensuring a hassle-free evening as you witness the
ancient wonders illuminated against the Egyptian sky.

Pricing is based on a minimum of 2 passengers travelling together. Supplements may apply when this option is
operated for just 1 passenger.

Siwa Oasis Extension (3 Nights)
Min numbers: 1

Discover the wonders of Siwa Oasis on a 4-day optional tour from Cairo, featuring ancient sites, unique natural
landscapes like salt lakes and desert springs, and cultural experiences before returning to Cairo.

Philae Sound and Light Show
Min numbers: 1

Experience the magic of Philae Temple at night with a captivating sound and light show. This optional extra
includes convenient round-trip transport from your hotel, ensuring a hassle-free evening as you witness the
ancient wonders illuminated against the desert sky.

Pricing is based on a minimum of 2 passengers travelling together. Supplements may apply when this option is
operated for just 1 passenger.

Petra by night (local payment)
Min numbers: 1

This magical experience takes you in through the narrow and winding Siq to the Treasury at the entrance to
Petra. The whole route and the sand in front of the Treasury is lit up by numerous candles creating a beautiful
and atmospheric sight. While at the Treasury you'll also enjoy some traditional Bedouin music and tea.

Pricing includes your entrance ticket and any transfers required to and from your hotel. Please bring a
flashlight/torch with you for this trip as the path through the Siq is rough underfoot in places and while there are
candles all the way, a torch provides extra assurance against mis-stepping.

Please Note: This is a local payment option, payment will be collected by your tour guide whilst in
Jordan.

Petra Kitchen - Cooking Class
Min numbers: 1

Enhance your Petra experience with a delightful evening immersed in Jordanian culture and cuisine at the
renowned Petra Kitchen. This popular optional activity offers a fantastic opportunity to participate in a hands-on
cookery class, working alongside local chefs and women to prepare a range of traditional Jordanian dishes. You'll
learn about local ingredients, master authentic techniques, and discover the secrets behind delicious regional
specialities, typically culminating in enjoying the multi-course feast you've helped create together. It's a fun,
interactive, and social way to spend an evening after exploring the wonders of Petra.

Please note that spaces for the Petra Kitchen Cookery Class are limited and it is exceptionally popular.
Therefore, pre-booking is essential to guarantee your participation, and we strongly recommend securing your
spot well in advance to avoid disappointment due to high demand.



Wadi Rum Astronomy Experience
Min numbers: 1

Venture into the heart of Wadi Rum's captivating desert landscape after nightfall and witness a celestial display
like no other. Far from city lights, the vast, clear skies above this ancient valley reveal a breathtaking panorama of
stars.

Join our optional astronomy tour and embark on a journey through the cosmos. Our expert guides will illuminate
the constellations, planets, and deep-sky objects visible to the naked eye, sharing fascinating insights into their
mythology and scientific significance.

Experience the profound silence and tranquillity of the desert night as you gaze upon the Milky Way's shimmering
expanse. With the aid of powerful telescopes, you'll delve deeper into the universe, observing distant galaxies
and nebulae with remarkable clarity. This is an unforgettable opportunity to connect with the cosmos and
appreciate the sheer scale and beauty of the night sky in one of the world's most spectacular natural settings.

Wadi Rum Hot Air Balloon Flight
Min numbers: 1

Enhance your Wadi Rum visit with an optional hot air balloon flight. Experience a sunrise view of the 'Valley of the
Moon' from above. Observe the desert landscape as the sun rises, providing unique photographic opportunities.
Flights are early morning, conducted by professional pilots, and subject to weather conditions. Bookings are
confirmed the evening before. A full refund is provided if the flight is cancelled due to adverse weather conditions.

Wadi Rum Quad Bikes
Min numbers: 1

Unleash your adventurous spirit and explore the magnificent desert landscapes of Wadi Rum on an exhilarating
quad biking excursion. This optional activity puts you in control of your own All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV), allowing
you to navigate the sandy plains and weave between the iconic towering rock formations under the guidance of
local experts. 1 Feel the thrill as you power through the stunning scenery of the 'Valley of the Moon', accessing
unique viewpoints and experiencing the vastness of the desert in a truly dynamic way. It's a perfect add-on for
those seeking an adrenaline rush and a different perspective on Wadi Rum's breathtaking beauty.



1. Accommodation 

We use good quality mid-range hotels on this tour. Accommodation is based on twin or double en-suite rooms
with air conditioning. All couples will stay in a private double room.

In Wadi Rum we use a comfortable Bedouin camp located on the desert sands, against the cliffs.
Accommodation is in permanent traditional goat hair tents with their own bathroom, proper beds and all bedding
provided You can also bring a sleeping bag if you wish, and find a sheltered spot on the rocks on the edge of the
camp and sleep under the stars. 

In Egypt we include a night in a friendly Nubian guesthouse and one night on board a felucca sailboat. 

An upgrade is also available on the Jordan section of the tour to local 5-star hotels in Amman and Petra if you
would like a more luxurious stay. These can be considered basic international 5-star level in Amman, and decent
4-star level in Petra. Typical hotels used are the Landmark or Le Grand in Amman which are modern style hotels,
and the Old Village Resort or Hyatt Zaman in Petra which are more traditional characterful properties.

Please check the Single Room Supplement option for details on room sharing options and charges for solo
travellers on this tour.

Gala Dinners:
Many of Egypt and Jordan’s hotels and Nile cruise boats arrange a very special Gala Dinner with entertainment in
the evening on Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve. Payment for these is often optional on Christmas Eve (24
Dec) but compulsory on New Year's Eve (31 Dec), whether you attend or not. Prices can range from around
US$30 to over US$150 per person. Final decisions on prices and whether dinners are compulsory are made
relatively close to the time. We aim to always select hotels that make their Gala Dinners optional, though this is is
not always possible. Gala Dinner prices are therefore not included in our prices, and will be added to your
booking if required. More information is available on request.

2. Felucca Sailboat 

This tour features an overnight felucca cruise. Feluccas are very basic traditional Nile sailboats and are a fun and
relaxing way to travel down the river. You sleep on the deck of the boat (mattresses and some blankets are
provided, but we suggest that you bring a sleeping sheet, blanket or light sleeping bag during the winter months
of November-February). There are no toilet facilities on board, but you will be joined several times during the day
and at night by our support boat where a toilet and shower is available. Mosquito nets are provided for use while
you are sleeping but you should bring mosquito repellent for the evenings and early mornings. Your Nubian boat
crew will prepare your meals while on board and entertain you in the evening.

If you would like some more comfort, then an option is available locally to upgrade to a hotel for the night in place
of the felucca. You will still spend the afternoon on the boat and have dinner with the group, but then return to the
accommodation in Aswan. The price covers the hotel accommodation, breakfast, and the additional transfers
back to the hotel and to rejoin the group after they finish on the felucca.

3. Transport 

Our trips feature a mix of different transport options and uses an air-conditioned minivan/minibus or coach subject
tto the size of the group for all the transfers, sightseeing, and journeys between cities. The jeeps used in Wadi
Rum are provided by the local Bedouins we work with, and while suitable for your desert safari, they may fall
below the normal safety and quality standards for vehicles we use during the rest of our tours.

For the overnight train journeys from Cairo to Aswan (approx. 12 hrs) and Luxor to Cairo (approx. 9 hrs) this tour
uses the VIP overnight seater train. Seats onboard the train are large enough to be able to relax, however for
those who prefer additional comfort, we also offer the sleeper train as an optional upgrade. The sleeper train has



private twin berth cabins with large seats and fold-down beds with sheets, pillow & blanket. The lockable cabins
also have a washbasin and storage cupboard, and an airline tray-style evening meal and breakfast is included.

Amman-Cairo flight
The connecting flight from Amman to Cairo is not included in the price of this tour. It is left out of the set tour price
as it is sometimes more cost effective for you to include this flight as part of your main international flight ticket.
We are happy to assist with all your flights, just the Amman-Cairo flight, or none of them at all, whichever works
best for you. Direct flights are available with both Egypt Air and Royal Jordanian Airlines. You can fly at anytime
during the day - all transfers in Amman and Cairo are included.

4. Group Size/Tour Leaders/Guides 

As one of our Small-Group tours, maximum group sizes are restricted to 18 people, while the tour is guaranteed
to depart with a minimum of just 2.
In Jordan, a professional licensed guide accompanies all groups of 5 or more throughout the whole tour. For
groups of 2-4, one of our experienced English speaking drivers will escort the group with specialist local site
guides used for the tours in As-Salt, Bethany, Jerash, Amman (Citadel), and Petra.
In Egypt we provide fully trained, local English-speaking Egyptologists to act as your tour guides for all of the
sightseeing tours in Cairo and the Nile Valley.
Our local reps in towns and cities en-route are also at your service, and together with your guide will be handling
all the practical arrangements for the tour. We also use local Bedouin guides for tours through the desert.
At Encounters Travel we aim to only use local Jordanian and Egyptian guides and reps. We feel this gives you
the best experience of the country and the sites you are seeing as well as supporting the local population and
economy.

5. Dates & Prices 

We run regular departures on this tour throughout the year, starting on Mondays. All departures are guaranteed
to run with a minimum of two travellers. Departure dates & prices are on our website (please check the website
for up-to-date prices & special offers).

Printed on: Saturday 25th of October 2025

Note: Please download an up-to-date copy of these tour notes shortly before you travel as itineraries and
information does change from time to time.

https://www.encounterstravel.com/tourinfo/jordan-and-egypt-express-tour

