ENCOUNTERS Your passport to adventure
TRAVEL S

Lebanon Express

Country(ies): Lebanon

Tour type: Small Group

Transport: A/C car/minibus/coach

Group size: Min; 2 | Max: 18

Days: 6 days

Start Location: Beirut, Lebanon

End Location: Beirut, Lebanon

Meals: Breakfasts - 5, Lunches - 1, Dinners - 0

Highlights:

Beirut, Baalbek temple complex, Ksara Caves wine
tasting, Cedar Forest, Qadisha Valley, Baatara Gorge &
Waterfall, Byblos harbour & history, Jeita Grotto, Harissa
cable car



Itinerary

Day 1. Arrive in Beirut, transfer to hotel

Your tour starts with your arrival at Beirut International Airport. Our representative will meet you, and you will be
transferred to your hotel. Overnight in Beirut.

OVERNIGHT: Beirut hotel
MEALS: None
EXTRAS: Extra day in Beirut - pre-tour

Day 2: Jeita Grotto, Harissa cable car, Baatara Gorge

After leaving the capital city of Beirut behind this morning, we begin our journey north, making our first stop to
explore the awe-inspiring Jeita Grotto. Here you'll get a chance to explore part of the system of limestone caves
which span a total distance of almost 9km. The caves contain one of the worlds largest collections of stalactites
and stalagmites and was one of the finalists in the New 7 Wonders of Nature competition; it's no wonder the
caves are considered a symbol of Lebanon.

Moving on, our next stop is Harissa, which is famous for the mountain top Christian shrine, dedicated to the Virgin
Mary. We’'ll take the cable car up to visit the church and enjoy the stunning views of the coastline.

Our final stop of the day is the unique Baatara Gorge sinkhole, where in spring and after rainy periods a 255
meter waterfall cascades down into the enormous cavern. We'll have time for a short hike here and we’ll also
explore a nearby Douma Village, where a traditional lunch is included.

The day finishes with a short drive to the beautiful Qadisha Valley where we spend the night in the Monastery of
St. Anthony, in a separate building with simple but comfortable en-suite accommodation (a nearby guesthouse
will be used if the monastery is closed to visitors or unavailable).

OVERNIGHT: Qadisha Valley monastery or guesthouse
MEALS: Breakfast,Lunch
EXTRAS:

Day 3: Qadisha Valley, Cedars Ski Resort & Byblos

For those early risers, you have the opportunity to join the monks for their early morning prayers in the
monastery. After breakfast, there will be time to explore some of the Qadisha Valley, another UNESCO World
Heritage Site. The Qadisha Valley is known as the Holy Valley, and the Holy River, the Nahr Qadisha flows
through it. There are many caverns to be found on its steep cliffs which were used for shelter during ancient
times.

After leaving the valley behind, our first stop will be the village of Becharre, famous for being the birthplace of the
iconic poet and novelist, Kahlil Gibran. In the village there is a small museum dedicated to him where you'll be
able to see some of his paintings and manuscripts displayed.

Next, we'll visit the Cedars Ski Resort, famous as being one just a few ski resorts in the Middle East. The area
often referred to as the Cedars of God is also found nearby, which contains some of the last groves of the cedar
forests which once thrived in this region. The Cedrus Libani, Cedars of Lebanon are even mentioned in the Old
Testament and have become a national symbol of Lebanon.

Later today we arrive in Byblos, an ancient Phoenician city that is thought to have been inhabited for up to 7000



years. Locally, the city is known as Jbeil and is another UNESCO World Heritage site. Byblos is filled with
significant historical and archaeological sites, and also features a lovely Phoenician harbour.

OVERNIGHT: Byblos hotel
MEALS: Breakfast
EXTRAS:

Day 4: Free morning in Byblos, Ksara winery

This morning you'll have some free time to explore the markets and coastline of Byblos further before we head
back in land to continue our journey.

Our destination today will be the village of of Zahle, however we'll be making a stop along the way at the Ksara
Winery which is possibly the oldest winery in Lebanon. The caves and tunnels have a total length of
approximately 2 miles and have been unsed for generations as wine cellars. You'll have a guided tour of the
caves and winery before sampling (and buying if you wish) some of the produce in a wine tasting session.

OVERNIGHT: Zahle guesthouse
MEALS: Breakfast
EXTRAS:

Day 5: Exploring Baalbek and Anjar

You're in for real a treat today as we'll be visiting the incredible site of Baalbek. Referred to as 'Heliopolis' or 'City
of the Sun' by the Romans and Greeks, it is home to a sanctuary dedicated to worshipping the Heliopolitan triad
of gods; Jupiter, Venus and Mercury. In ancient times, thousands of pilgrims would flock to the temple in order to
venerate the triad. Today, the temple remains remarkably well preserved.

After leaving Baalbak we'll make a stop at the nearby Umayyad city of Anjar, located within the Bekaa Valley.
Caliph Walid founded the city in the 8th century and what remains of the city today, gives great insight into the
excellent town-planning which must have taken place. You'll see mosques, palaces and baths. There were also
up to 600 shops within the city in ancient times, demonstarting how important of a trading post Anjar must once
have been.

We end the day with a drive back to Beirut where we'll spend the night.

OVERNIGHT: Beirut hotel
MEALS: Breakfast
EXTRAS:

Day 6: Beirut free time. Departure airport transfer

Today is the last day of the tour and your time is free to explore Beirut some more until you are transferred to the
airport for your departing flight home.

OVERNIGHT: N/A
MEALS: Breakfast
EXTRAS: Extra day in Beirut - post-tour

Included:



3 nights in 3 to 4-star hotels in Beirut & Byblos

1 night in guesthouse/hotel in Zahle

1 night in monastery accommodation in Qadisha Valley
24-hour airport arrival & departure transfer service

All transport and transfers in AC vehicles

Entrance fees to sites visited

¢ All sightseeing tours as detailed in the itinerary

¢ Wine tasting in Ksara Caves

e English speaking guide for all tours

e Meals as indicated in the itinerary (5 breakfasts, 1 lunch)

Excluded:

International flights (available on request)

Visa fees (free on arrival for most nationalities)

Travel insurance (compulsory, available from Encounters Travel)

Meals not indicated in the itinerary

Hotel gala dinner supplements if applied on Christmas & New Year's Eve
Drinks, snacks and other personal expenses (e.g. laundry)

Tips

Any other items not mentioned above



https://www.encounterstravel.com/travel_insurance.php

Options

Our tours are designed to include all that you need to enjoy a really special time in the destination you're visiting.
However, we do also offer some extra options to complement the tour and add some additional sightseeing or
activities, or some extra time at either end of the tour.

All accommodation based options (e.g. Single supplements, extra nights, cruise upgrades) should be booked and
paid for in advance so that we can make the appropriate arrangements. Other options may either be booked and
paid for in advance or while you are on the tour, though we recommend booking in advance to ensure there are
no issues with availability.

Many options are priced the same throughout the year, but some may incur single or high season supplements -
full details are given on the tour reservation form or on request.

Single Room Supplement (LBSGEX)

Min numbers: 1

The tour price is based on 2 people sharing twin/double rooms. This option books a single room in all the
accommodation throughout the tour. If you are a single traveller and would be happy to share a room, let us know
and we will see if we can pair you up with another single traveller of the same sex. If a room share is not available
when you book then we will add the single room supplement to your booking and it will be payable with your
balance payment unless we have arranged a room share for you by then. If a room share is arranged after you
have paid the supplement then we will refund it to you. Room shares are arranged in order of booking.

Note: Single supplement prices may vary seasonally.



1. Accommodation

This tour uses a mix of accommodation including good quality 4-star hotels in Beirut and Byblos, a comfortable
guesthouse Zahle and rooms in a separate new block at Monastery of St. Anthony in Qozhaya. Rooms at the
monastery are simple but comfortable and en-suite and you may join the monks for their morning prayers.

Accommodation is based on twin or double en-suite rooms with air conditioning. Please visit the accommodation
tab of this tour for examples of the hotels normally used on this tour. These are subject to change to alternative
properties of a similar standard. If you have any specific accommodation requests please let us know and we'll be
happy to provide you with a customised quotation for a private tour.

Please check the Single Room Supplement option for details on room sharing options and charges for solo
travellers on this tour

2. Winter & Summer Route Changes

Winter route adjustment:

During the winter months (normally from December until sometime in May), many mountain roads in Lebanon are
closed due to snow. During this period the tour will be adjusted to avoid the drive from Becharre to Zahle across
the Col des Cedres. All the same places will be visited and the same activities included, but the itinerary will run
as follows...

Days 1-2 - As in summer

Day 3 - Morning Beirut City Tour, then head to the Baatara Gorge to see the sinkhole, before finishing at the
Qadisha Valley. Lunch included, and overnight at the Monastery or nearby guesthouse.

Day 4 - Morning hike in the Qadisha Valley, visit Becharre and the Cedars, then return to Byblos for overnight.
Day 5 - Explore Byblos, then drive to Zahle via Beirut, with stops on the way to discover Harissa by cable car,
and to explore the Jeita Grotto. Overnight in Zahle

Days 6-8 - as in summer

3. Dates & Prices

Small-group departure dates run regularly all year round, starting on Saturdays. The tour is also available
privately on any other dates if our group tour dates don't work for you or if you would prefer to travel in just your
own party. Please contact us for more information and prices to fit your preferred dates and number of travellers.

Printed on: Sunday 25th of January 2026



Note: Please download an up-to-date copy of these tour notes shortly before you travel as itineraries and
information does change from time to time.



https://www.encounterstravel.com/tourinfo/lebanon-express-tour

